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Appendix D-10 

Email Interviews 
 

   

 
Narrator 1: 

 
 

1. A community of believers. Not everything about that community happens just on 

Saturday morning. 

2. A worldwide family. I can go anywhere and I will have family. In many parts of the 

world they will have an interpretation of this question that frustrates me and is conservative 

and repressing than I think is appropriate, but it's still my family. 

                        --------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

   Narrator 2: 

1.What does church mean for you? 

It is a place where I can come with all I am with no need to hide anything. Everyone in 

the church understand what I come from, and who I am. They know my values and why 

I have them. I do not need to explain them all the time.  

 

2.What does it mean for you to be 'self-identified' as a Seventh-day Adventist? 

 

The main thing is a global community. Otherwise SDA does not mean much, since I mainly 

think of myself as a Christian, not a SDA. The reason is that I do not agree with some of the 

common SDA things, and have a hard time accepting GC's decisions 

 

 Narrator 3: 

What does church means for you? 

1. I believe when done right the church is God’s change agent in the world. It means 

everything to me because it is Christ’s body, and His fullness. 

I want church to be a place where the girl in the video clip by Casting Crowns “Does 

Anybody Hear Her,” would find a loving, accepting and forgiving home. 

 

2. What does it mean for you to be 'self-identified' as a Seventh-day Adventist? 

Means a lot. I am proud to be a Seventh-day Adventist Christian but also feel that 

sometimes I have to explain what that means as many who have heard the name have a 

negative understanding of what it means.  I see my Adventist church as a Christ loving and 

honouring church that is the best avenue I know for lost people to find or be found and grow 

as a disciple of Jesus Christ 

 

Narrator 4: 

Hi Lindsay! 

What does church mean for me? Good question.  . . A place where very different people are 

able to be together because they believe in the grace of God for everyone. 

I became like Seventh-day Adventists without knowing they even existed. To be "self 

identified" as one of them was a relief! I was not alone anymore . . . 



 

Page | 226  

 

226 

 

 

  

Narrator 5 
 

7:14 AM (57 minutes ago) 
 

  

  

 
 

1.What does church mean for you? 

To me "church" is the collective body of all believers in Jesus Christ. A local congregation 

is a gathering of like-minded believers for all related spiritual purposes - worship, service, 

fellowship, edification, growth, etc.  

 

 

2.What does it mean for you to be 'self-identified' as a Seventh-day Adventist? 

I would never use the phrase "self-identified" to describe my role as a Seventh-day 

Adventist. That being said, I would say it means that I am an Adventist by choice (not by 

birth, or family tradition, or by expectation). I choose to be a Seventh-day Adventist because 

Adventist beliefs most closely align with my understanding of Scripture.  

 

 

                   Narrator 6 

 
 

2:01 PM (16 hours ago) 
 

  

   

1.What does church mean for you? 

A grace-based multinational gathering of believers in Jesus Christ who are committed to 

worshiping God in a lively, culturally relevant, biblically faithful way.  

2.What does it mean for you to be 'self-identified' as a Seventh-day Adventist? 

One whose belief in the soon coming of Jesus Christ enables me to live each day fully as the 

day Jesus might come without the fear-driven attention to the next "sign". My daily desire is 

to be so filled with the Spirit of Jesus Christ that those around me may hunger and thirst for 

the same experience.  

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Narrator 7 

6:57 AM (15 hours ago) 

  

Q.1 What does church mean to me?  

God, I want to see you; God, I want to hear you. This simple act of surrender each Sabbath 

prepares my eyes to see Him. I expect my ears to hear Him, my mind to perceive Him, and 

my heart to experience God.   

Q.2 What does it mean to be self-identified as a Seventh-day Adventist?   

 Jesus called us to be a movement that impacts others, not a people that impresses others 

with knowledge. 

                        Narrator 8            

                         

1.What does church mean for you?  

Family 

 

2.What does it mean for you to be 'self-identified' as a Seventh-day Adventist?  

It means I understand my place in the world, and how I identify with the Adventist family. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Narrator 9 

 

 
Q.1 What does Church mean for you? 
Church to me is when I meet with my fellow believers and friends who love God. It is 

special because it is wonderful to enjoy, share, praise, learn and journey with people who 

love God and have same or similar beliefs as I do too.  

 

Q.2What does it mean for you to be 'self identified' as a Seventh-day Adventist? 
Though I identify as a Seventh-day Adventist as a denomination and believe in the Bible 

teachings for the most part, my heart just wants to belong to God. The teachings of the 

Seventh-day Adventist church are logical and give me a safe boundary. I believe also that 

God has His people in many corners of the world under many different denominations, 

walks of life and name 
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Then on the day, that I am to lead the worship, I meet with the group and we pray and go 

through the songs together. I will often tell them the theme I felt inspired to have in the 

songs. I pray with them, that the Holy Spirit will use us all, and if someone feels inspired to 

pray or share a testimony in the middle of our worship session, they are free to do so. So we 

are ONE body, ONE head, Jesus, and we ask him to leads us all, so that we can make a 

place for Gods presence to come. 

While I lead the worship I still pay attention to intuitions on the way, and I pray a lot during 

the songs. 

I have total confidence in being used by God, and I am totally thankful for his intervention 

in my life!!! I see how he chanced my life, and now he is changing my friends and 

colleagues life too, for the better - hallelujah! 

My identity as an Adventist: I think we have a lot of important knowledge and wisdom 

about God, but I am not very strongly connected to the fact that I am Adventist. I AM 

GODS . . . so to speak. I love God - and I am sure he´s there for me no matter what "label" I 

have. I could have been a Baptist or Adventist - I don´t think that is the MOST important. 

The important is that I DO HAVE A healthy God-loving church, where I can attend - and 

where I am a part of "His body".  I think we can learn from other Christians, and they can 

learn from us (fx the Sabbath on Saturday aso) I have learnt a lot from other Christians, such 

as HAVING A RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD - not just TALK ABOUT God - but talk 

WITH God - BE WITH God. That has changed my life totally. The other thing I have learnt 

is intercessory prayer and grace and I have learnt to trust that there IS A PLACE for ME in 

heaven. LIFE CHANGING!!! 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Narrator 15: 

to me 

 
 

 

1.What does church mean for you? 

This video speaks a lot of what Church means to 

me: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJWkQ9UP_m8 

 

2.What does it mean for you to be 'self-identified' as a Seventh-day Adventist? 

It means family. Even when I may not agree with every member of my family I still love 

them and would give of myself for them. It means connection. In almost every part of the 

globe there are people my heart connects with, people who love me as their own despite not 

having met me.   

 

It means rest and hope. I am reminded to rest (Seventh-day/Sabbath) in the grace and 

wonder of my God and fervently, passionately, actively hope in the day of His return 

(Adventist). "Seventh Day Adventist" is less a 'label', and more a 'last name', less a 

'category' and more a 'catalyst'.  
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2
 Ibid, p.86. 

3
 Ibid, p.84. 

4
 Ibid, pp.33-34. 

5
 Ibid, p.34 

FB#27 [1942] 

In accordance with God’s uniform dealing 

with mankind, warning them of coming 

events which will vitally affect their 

destiny. He has sent forth a proclamation 

of the approaching return of Christ. This 

preparatory message is symbolized by the 

three angels’ messages of Revelation, and 

meets its fulfilment in the great second 

advent movement today. This has 

brought forth the remnant, or Seventh-

day Adventist church, keeping the 

commandments of God and the faith of 

Jesus.
2
 [Italics supplied] 

FB#20- The Spirit of 

Prophecy 

The church is to come 

behind in no spiritual 

gift, and the presence 

of the gift of  the spirit 

of prophecy is to be 

one of the identifying 

marks of the remnant 

church. Seventh-day 

Adventist recognizes 

its manifestation in 

the work of Ellen G. 

White.
3
 

COMMENTS 

In comparison to the fundamental 

beliefs of 1932-1940, there has been a 

significant shift in the way the SDA 

church chooses to express its 

theological understanding of God’s 

mission and the existence of the SDA 

church. 

In 1942, the SDA church sees itself as 

the product of the missio Dei of 

reformation symbolised in the three 

angels’ messages of Revelation 14:6-12. 

This mission of reformation results in 

the emergence of the remnant church 

equated with the SDA church. 

The general focus on spiritual gifts 

[1932-40] shifts to one specific gift: the 

gift of prophecy exemplified in Ellen G. 

White and is considered a mark of the 

remnant church. 

19514 

Mission-Church-God 

It is exactly the same wording as 

FB#15[1932-40]. 

FB#19, 1951 

It follows the same wording as FB#19, 

1940 but adds to it: That the gift of 

prophecy is one of the identifying 

marks of the remnant church . . . They 

recognize that this gift was 

manifested in the life and ministry of 

Ellen G. White.’
5 

Comments 

In 1951, the mission of 

reformation as portrayed in 

the three angels’ messages 

of Revelation 14 was not 

stated as the catalyst that 

led to the emergence of the 

remnant church. 

Also, the emphasis is on the 

‘spirit of prophecy’ as ‘one 

of the marks’ of the remnant 

church. 
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6
 Ibid, pp.33-34 

7
  Ibid, p.33. 

8
  Ibid, p.34. 

9
  Adventists, Church Manual, p.36. 

10
 Ibid, p.37. 

FB#15, 19596 

Church, Mission, Emergence of the 

Remnant: 

FB#15,1959 has a similar expression 

of the theological understanding of 

mission and church  as FB#15,1932-

40. 

FB#19, 1959 

Spiritual Gifts: Spirit of Prophecy 

FB#19 uses similar expression as 

FB#20,1942 to emphasize that the gift 

of prophecy as manifested in the 

work of Ellen White is a mark of the 

remnant church. It does not use ‘ the 

work’ but rephrases it and states ‘...in 

the life and ministry of Ellen G.White.’ 

just as in FB#1951. 

Comments 

We observe two theological 

changes here:  

1.The emergence of the 

remnant church is not linked 

to the proclamation of the 

reformation message of the 

three angels in Revelation 

14.Just as in FB#1932-1940. 

2. There is an attempt to 

personalise the ‘spirit of 

prophecy’ by using the 

words ‘life and ministry’ in 

connection with Ellen G. 

White, as in FB#1951. 

FB#15, 1963 

Church-Mission and Emergence of 
the Remnant church. 
 

It receives the same theological 

expression as FB#15,1932-40.
7
 

FB#19, 1963 
 

Spiritual Gifts: Spirit of Prophecy 

 

It follows the same wording as FB#19, 

1951.
8
 

Comments 

FB# 1963 conveys the 

theological idea that the 

prophetic gift is a mark of 

the remnant church but 

does not associate it with 

Ellen White. 

FB#15, 19679 

Church-Mission and Emergence of the 

Remnant church. 

FB#27 expresses the relationship 

between mission and the emergence 

of the remnant church, as in FB#27, 

1942. 

FB#19, 196710 

Spiritual Gift-Spirit of Prophecy 

It follows closely FB#1959 [see 

under comments]. 

Comments 

Again, as in 1942, the 

emergence of the SDA church 

is connected to the 

reformation message as 

encapsulated in the three 

angels’ messages of 

Revelation 14. 

Secondly, the general 

emphasis on the teaching of 

spiritual gifts as presented in 

the New Testament is 

abbreviated compared to 
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11

 Ibid, p.36. 
12

 Ibid, p.37 
14

 Ibid, pp.39-40. 

previous statements and the 

focus is on the prophetic gift, 

which is a mark of the 

remnant church and 

personified by the ministry 

and life of Ellen White. 

FB#15, 197111 

Church-Mission and Emergence of the 

Remnant Church. 

It uses similar theological expression 

as the period of 1932-1940, 1951, 59 

and 63.  

FB#19, 197112 

Spirit of Prophecy: Mark of the 

Remnant and E.G.White. 

The same theological description as 

FB#1951 is used. The Spirit of 

prophecy is a mark of the remnant 

church. 

Comments 

It is God who initiates the 

reformation mission 

characterised by the three 

angels’ message of Revelation 

14, not the remnant church. 

The ‘spirit of prophecy’ is the 

mark of the remnant church 

and not the work, life and 

ministry of Ellen G White 

unless the two are equated, 

as in 1942. 

FB15,1976 

The theological doctrinal statement is 

the same as FB:1932-40, 51, 59, 63, 71 

FB#19, 1976 

There is no difference with 

FB#1971, 51. 

Comments 

See comments for FB#1971. 

FB#12, 1981 

Mission-The Universal Church-The 

remnant Church.  

FB#12 reads: The universal church is 

composed of all who truly believe in 

Christ, but in the last days, a time of 

widespread apostasy, a remnant has 

been called out to keep the 

commandments of God and the faith 

of Jesus. This remnant announces the 

arrival of the judgment hour, 

proclaims salvation through Christ, 

and heralds the approach of His 

second advent. It coincides with the 

work of judgment in heaven and 

results in a work of repentance and 

reform on earth. Every believer is 

called to have a personal part in this 

FB#16 &1714 

Spiritual Gifts-Gift of Prophecy 
Tension. 

FB#16 explains the teaching of 

spiritual gifts as understood by the 

New Testament churches. 

FB#17 focuses on the spirit of 

prophecy and the ministry of Ellen 

G. White. 

Comments 

FB#1981 is a landmark in the 

doctrinal development of the 

ecclesiological self-

understanding of the SDA 

church. Firstly, as compared 

to previous FB statements, 

the notion of the ‘universal’ 

church is introduced and 

contrasted with the remnant 

church. This is an attempt to 

explain, as we will see in our 

review of ‘Questions and 

Doctrine’, the relationship 

between the SDA church and 

the worldwide fellowship of 

other Christian churches. The 

universal church constitutes 

of all those who ‘truly believe 

in Christ.’ The remnant church 
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13

 Ibid, p.12. 
15

 Ibid. [1986], p.26. [1990],p.26. [1995], p.11. 
16

 Ibid. [1986],p.27-28. [1990],p.27-28. [1995],p.12-13. 
17

 Ibid. 2000,p.13. [2005],p.13. [2010],p.13. [2010],P.13. 
18

 Ibid.2000,P.14-15.[ 2005], P.15. [2010], P.15. 

worldwide witness.
13

 

 

is called out of the universal 

church, not to constitute 

another ‘ecclesia’ but for a 

mission of reformation within 

the universal body of Christ. 

Secondly, the initiator of 

mission shifts from God- 

‘missio Dei’ to the remnant 

church, which ‘announces, 

proclaims and heralds’ the 

gospel of salvation and 

judgment—missio-ecclesia. 

This is a backward theological 

step in light of current 

theological-missiological 

understanding. Previous FBs, 

as we showed [1932-

40,51,59,63], express end-

time mission as ‘missio Dei’. 

FB#12 1986, 1990, 199515 

In the last decade of the 20th century, 

the church kept the same expression 

as FB#1981 

FB#16 &17.16 

 

Comments 

In the past 34 years, the 

worldwide church has kept 

the same theological 

understanding in regard to 

the universal church’s 

relationship with the remnant 

church, as well as its 

understanding of the rapport 

between the teaching on 

spiritual gifts, the gift of 

prophecy, Ellen G. White and 

the mark of the remnant. 

FB#12, 2000, 2005, 201017 

It remains the same as in the 1990s. 

FB#16&17.18 The ecclesiological tension 

evidenced in the past 50 years 

prior to 1981 reached a 

consensual resolution with 

the 1981 FB #12. 
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Appendix G  

Comparative Views on Theology and the Social Sciences. 

Adapted from Ian Barbour
1
 

 

Approaches Description Proponents 

Interdependence Faith and social 

sciences are 

autonomous using 

distinctive methods. 

Peter Berger2 

Conflict Faith and social 

science conflicts. 

John Milbank3 

Correlation Faith and social 

sciences can be 

correlated. 

Robin Gill4 Tracy 

Dialogue Faith and sociology 

are mutually critical. 

W. Pickering, John 

Orme Mills5 

 

                                                             
1 This chart has been adapted from Ian G.Barbour’s book ‘When Science meets Religion’.Barbour 
discusses four different approaches which describe the kind of existing relationship between Science 
and Religion. We use these four approaches to describe possible similar relationship between 
theology and the social sciences. See Ian G.Barbour, When Science meets Religion (San Francisco: 
Harper, 2000), 11-34. 
2 ‘Questions raised within the frame of reference of an empirical discipline’—like social theory—‘are 
not susceptible to answers coming out of the frame of reference of a non-empirical and normative 
discipline’—like theology—‘just as the reverse procedure is inadmissible.’—Peter L. Berger, 
"Sociological and Theological perspectives," in Theology and Sociology: A Reader, edited by Robin Gill 
(London: Geoffrey Chapman, 1987), 94. 
3 In developing a Christian theory of society, Milbank argues that the church constitutes a society 
within its own rights. The church offers ‘a “reading” of other human societies, it becomes possible to 
consider ecclesiology as also a “sociology”.’—John Milbank, Theology and Social Theory: Beyond 
secular reason, 2nd edition (Oxford,UK: Blackwell Publishers, 2006), 382. 
4
 Robin Gill proposed a correlation, which can happen at three levels: 1. The social context of theology; 

2. Theology itself as a social construct; 3.Theology as an independent variable which not only is shaped 
by but can shape society.—Robin Gill, “Introduction” in Theology and Sociology a Reader, edited by 
Robin Gill (London: Geoffrey Chapman, 2008), 147-148. 
5
 J. Mills remarks that despite theology and sociology belonging to different universes of discourse, the 

‘sociologist and theologian can and do affect each other and sometimes . . . they will take better sense 
if they overhear one another or . . . are aware when they are overhearing one another.’—John Orme 
Mills, David Martin and W. S. F Pickering (eds), Sociology and Theology: Alliance and Conflict. (New 
York: Martin’s Press, 1980),  2. 


